History of St. James Episcopal Chuf@tom Parish Profilse 1998 &2006)

As early as May 1764, when the first Anglican missionaries were sent out from England to the newly
British Florida, occasional services of the Church of England were held in thef avkat is now Lake
City. Lake City was originally known to the British as Lancaster in the ldtec@8tury, later called
Alligator by the newly independent Americans, and renamed Lake City in Eg58copal services

were held sporadically in the LalCity area until Bishop Francis Peter Rutledge appointed The
Reverend O.P. Thakara of Fernandina Beach as the itinerant missionary to the newly named town.

In 1859, Bishop Francis Peter Rutledge, the first Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Fldsida (18

1866), observed in his journal that there was reason to believe that a church would soon be established.
During the Civil War, the local congregation expanded as refugees settled in Lake City. Immediately
following the hostilities, the Bishop of lod D HVWDEOLVKHG D J)UHHGPDQTYTV $FDGH
JUHHPDQ <RXQJ 6HFRQG %LVKRS RI )ORULGD UHIHUUHG WR 3W
JUHHWHG ~ LQ KLV (SLVRARSDG ¢f éldtdl vovigiedation sought to organize a

parish as noted by the 35Annual Convention of the Diocese of Florida (186868), but their attempt

failed.
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The Reverend Charles S. Snowden becarterre
in December 1871, remaining for fifteen years.
Under his leadership, the Little Church was built
in 1880 at a cost of $1,250,08f which $500 was
a gift from Christ Church, Savannah Georgia in
gratitude for the work done by Rev. Snowden
nursing yelbw fever victims in that city. Much

of theconstructionwork was done by The
Reverend Snowden and his nephew, Snowden
Miller.

The church was consecrated by Bishop Young on the
second Sunday after Christmas in 1884. In 1898, St.
-DPHVY SD Wwiirgtknd¥® GeHarting its site on
Alachua Street and moving south to the new site on
the northeast corner of the intersection of South
Marion and Brown Streets.




